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Prince William of Orange around the age of ten,
son of William Il of Orange and Mary Stuart.

The painting with the portrait of the young Prince was a gift to William Ill of Orange-
Nassau, who became military commander of the United Provinces (i.e., the former
North Holland) in 1672 and king of England, Ireland, and Scotland in 1689.

It is one of the few verified works by

Jan Davidsz. de Heem (1608-1683/84).
In the following texts it will be referred to as Portrait painting.




A preparatory Study exists for the Portrait painting.

It has been auctioned several times in the past, but has never been recognized
as a study for the Portrait painting. Repeatedly registered in the RKD archive
under categories 628 and 800 as an original work by Jan Davidsz. de Heem.
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In 2002, the preparatory study was again offered on the international art market.
The art historian Dr. Sam Segal (1933-2018), who specialized in floral still lifes,
recognized in this painting the preparatory study for the world-famous portrait
painting. He devoted himself intensively to art research on this subject from
2003 onwards. Every square centimeter of the available images was compared
and documented, and then matched up with the corresponding elements of the
portrait painting. That's a research area of more than 65,000 square centimeters.
The intention was to make a high-resolution comparison of all the motifs in the
preparatory study and the portrait painting. The preparatory study is documented
photographically as follows: 1926, 1941, before restoration in 2006,

after cleaning and conservation, restored, IRR Osiris A1.
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All motifs from both paintings can be viewed online and,
thanks to detailed comparisons, can help to clearly
identify the paintings by Jan Davidsz. de Heem.
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"Facts from research”

Jan Davidsz. de Heem (1606-1683/4).

K F

dacas ¢ .- .‘ ' . . :

3 & o ¥ A * ” -

R B el T VG L

& 3 . 3

T Pk
( ) y A - 1 ~
/- LYyOIl 1) Bi P_hQ S D A>T

The Portrait painting is currently in the Musée des Beaux Arts de Lyon.
For a detailed comparison, the museum in Lyon took down the painting
on December 4, 2007 and made it possible to take undisturbed
photographs with suitable lighting from studio lamps.
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